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1 . ~he : ollo~:':1g o b s e =va t ion s =ela-:'e t o a ll :a~ed =a~ i t e s

( c s ,:=i cn , emu ~~C =hea ) but, be a=i:-.g i:-. mi~d that the
majo=ity 0:: spec c e s ::a=mec are os t .r i caes ( s t :=ut h i o camelus
a u s t::-alis ), trh e d ocumen t; has been d=a:ted with this species
paz-t .a cuLaz- Ly in mi nd . As the fa=;n:":-.g 0: o s t ri ch e s in t he
Uni t e =' K:':1gdom i s a t; an e az-Ly s t.aqe , t he gui c eli:-.es a r e :1ot
i:1 t en d e d to be ce::'nitive a:-.o will be :::-ev:'sed :.: nec e s s a r y as
more ~i.owledge is ga:'ned.

2. Ost.xd ch ::a=mi:-.g s hcuLd no t be urrde r t ak e n l:'ghtly . os t.e-a cbe s
e r e not suited to an Ln t.errs i v e fa=:t:i:-.g system, and an ycne
c ons Lde r-i nq ::a=:n:':1g t .aem roes': be c e r t a i n t::.o2.:' t h e y e .r e able
an d wi1.l':':1:; t c cev ote: t-'1.e f':':1 a:1ce and '::':ne needed t c ens ux e
t~a~ t~e ~s ~ ~ ':" C~~ S I hea: t~ ~~d wel: a =e: :1 ee~s a=e cate~ed =0=
:·..:. : l y. ;.. -:'=?-':":1:':1; cour s e :'5 5':=:::1;1.:- r e ccmmended p ::-:" o= t c
t.he :: i=::'5 ' ::.==:....a: 0::' t :"':.e ::"::-::'1 2..."":.:: ::::::::'':i::u::'n:; t=a:':1':':-.g :'s
c ons a der ed d e s ar ac Le . o s t c-i cee s e r e c La s s ed as danc e r-c u s
wi ld a:l:'~als i:1 the UK a..~c, if =a~ec , :n~s~ ~e lice~sed u:lce=
t~e ta:l;e =~us Wild &"":.:'ma1.s Ac t 19 7 6 , which is aemi n:'ste=ed by
Lcc a L Au:.:'o=:' ties . )._'1 o s t = i c h mus t; not be take::. f z-om t he
wi ld to be :a=mec, n:::= should os t =ich e g g s b e taken f=om the
wi l d fer the pu=pose 0: hatch:'ng ost~ :'c~es t o be fo2.~ec.

3. ':'he we Lf a .r e 0: o s z r i che s mu s z be so2. feg\:.2.==ed and t.hei=
be havi our a l e eeds met by well -ces:';:1ed facilities arid c oed
ma n a g eme ::. t. . All stock~en mus,: be familiar wi th the beho2.v:'oe=
of c s t .ei cne s and mt:.s : be ccmpe t en t :.:-. t::'e':" = han cli.:1g 2.:1C
ma~ageme:1 ': to sa:egua::-= the we l:a=e 0:: the f lock a:1c
i:tcividual an:':.als.

::1 ge:1e=al , os t r i cbe s , ~e'::1g v e =y i :1~u ': s ': :' ': ·..e ,
human ccn t ac t; • Ei:.-ds of all ages can become
c eas t i c changes in 'r ou t.Lne as well a s by
int~Jsions eg st::."ay dogs or hot -ai = balloons.

r e s pond to
s c e e s eec by

U:1f ami 1:'ar

5. Ac c oun t; shculd be t ake n o f t:"e c:':::e :.-e::.t behav do u z a I
c~a ::- a c :. e = :' s t ~ cs 0 : the sexes i n mo2.: u~e bi =ds . The :e~ale is
:n.a:.::.ly d o c il e except und e r ext r eme pr-cvcca t j o n when she has
c hi cks at f oot . A fe ..... maLes become pco t ec t a v e arid ve=y
aqgr e s s ; v e c :;=i:1g t.he ::=eec:'n~ season . Pe ri.s should. be
de s i qried so as t o ensuz-e t he t; o on t ac t; be tween b i:-::'s c u=i:1g
t~is pe=:'~c a 'l oics u~~=cessary s:.=e5S.



5. Badly-managed ostriches do not ~hr i ve and t he stockman needs
~o watch for signs 0= disease o r dist ress . Stockmen mu s t be
able to recognise t rouble in i~s early stages and ma y be
able to identify ~he ca~se and ?ut matte rs r i g h t immed i ately.
If the cause is not obvc ou s , o r if the stockman's i mmed i a t e
action is not effective , veterinary o r other expert a dvice
should be obtained a s s oon as possible .

7. Signs o f il lness in ostriche s i n c lude list l e s s n e ss , l oss o f
appetit e ( t h i s can ,be diffi cu lt t o de tec t as they may pretend
to eat ), abnormal cons istency o f urine and f a e ces , di scha rge
from nostrils and eyes, heavy respi ration, swollen j oints and
minor cuts on neck skin and legs. Chicks that have been
incuba ted and rea r ed ino oors should be unde r constan t
supervision f or signs o f scouring and re s p ira t ory di sorders.
Correct heating and ventilation control i s also vi t al f or
young bires .

~~AGEMENT AND I NS ?EC~ I ON

8. Ma t ure cock birds va r y i n tempe ramen t and shoul d be t r- e a t e d
with caution at all times .

9. Ostr i c he s s hould be ins?ec~ec t wice
ci~c~mstances bu~ mor e o f t e n if necessary.

daily i n all

10 . y,,'it.hout an ad u Lt o s t r i ch ~eins pz-e s en t , yo ung chicks ;.... ill
cong :::- e ga t e a nd r e ma i n inactive so t:'ey need t o be e nc oura g e d
to move e r ound , o t he rw i s e they can deve lop leg prcb l erns .
Ther-efo r e, ·one 0 : the essent ial d~ties of t ho s e looking a f te r
young o s t r i ch chicks i s 'to v i s it them f r eque n t.Ly ( several
t ime s da i ly ) to est ab lish a parental r e lati onshi p with them
and to encourage t he m : 0 exerc i s e and play.

1 1 . Os t r i c he s should be
general fa rm activi~y

able to see othe r
'to prevent ~oredom .

ostriches a nd / or

1 2 . New bi rds bz-ouqh t. to the f a rm should be le f t in the i r new
s urroundings f or a : e.., days ..,i t h the mi nimum o f disturbance
be fo r e being i nt:::-oduced t o ne.., S:::-OU?s and e n c l o s ur e s .

13. Bre e di ng po licy mus t e nsure that g enetic selection does not
make o s t r i c he s more p=one ~ o welfare problem as a r es u l t o f
ab normal body development. Breeding stock mus t be fit,
healthy and happy, and pa i::-ing s mu s t be appropr iate .

i ~ . Th e u n i t should be on light , wel l -drained land, and a way fr om
areas of extreme cl~ma:ic cond itions , o r wh e r e t he r e may be
competition f or gra =ing o r f ooc.
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15. Lf i n j uri ous be hava our occu r-s , s uch cos feathe r - p ecki ng 0 :'­
bounda r y pa c i ng , am..ned a e t e r e medi al acti on mus t b e tak e n in
consultation ~ i th a vete :.- i nary surge~~.

16 . Mut i l a t i o~s must not be perfo rme d , e x ce ~:. in ci rcumstances o f
vete r ina ry nee~ an~ t hen o~ l y on th e a~vi ce o ! a v e te rinary
s urgeon .

17. Feathers mus t no :' be pu l led ou t o f a li v ing bi rd. Whe n
cl i ppi ng is done , on Ly the l a r ge s t ~:' ng a nd tail f e a t.he r s
s h ould be cl i pped "above t he bl oo d line. No o the r fea t hers
s h oul d be removed from a living bird. Trimming of f e a t he r s
t o avoid e x cessive build-up of mud on them is , howe ve r ,
:-ecommended .

18. Paddock d e sign should be such that an aggress ive bird can be
a de quatel y a nd safely :ed , ~atered and cared fo r.

19. Pa ddocks should, ~ & ~eces sa ry, be pro .... id e d with t he means by
~hich a subo:.-cina t e c an escape th e un~el come a tten tion s o f a
domana n t; b i r d.

20 . Ost r i che s mus t
mai n r a i n he a Lt.h
managed so as
l a y ing see-son .

receive a da i l y dO:: ", '" wh i ch is a d equate :'0

a n d we ! l-be~~g . All b:::-eeding : e ma. les mus~ be
:0 b e 1.~ a sui t a bLe body c ond i :.i o n : 0= t he

21 . Feeds used f or =umi~ant lives toc k a.~e generall y suitable fo r
ad ul t ost r iche s bu~ , l.f othe r than naturally g r a =ed , f or a ge
must be chopped up in:.o 30 to 5 0mm lengths. Compound f e e d of
the appro pri a t e ana l ys is s hou l d be :ed ensuring it does not
inc l ude any s cbs t a nc e h armf ul to o s t r i c he s . 'I'D a i d
di ge s tion, t he o s t r i c h should be allo~ed a c cess a t all times
t o gri t o r stones. For- young cnt ck s , t he grit o r s t ones
shoul d be 3 -6mm in di ame t e ri f o r birds o .... er t hree mon t hs, 6­
20mm i n diameter _ A plen tiful s upply o f c alc i um a nd
appropria te supplemen t s shou ld be avai:abl e t o bi r ds t hat a r e
likel y to l a y .

: :! . Os t r i cbes must have access daily t o a ? lentif:.::~ s upp Ly of
:re s h , clean ~ate r.

:!3. o s t r t c he s can be r.a t.c he d e ither naturally , o r- e r t i f i c i e Lky
us ~ng incubators . Yo un g chicks s hou ld ha ve access to
palatable food sui t abl e f or their ace a nd speci e s, and to
roughage from an e a r l y age. I n pa r:' i c~ la=, ca re i s ne e de d 1 0

the diet fo r mulat ion f or young b i rd s t o a void grOwth r a t es
whi ch l e a d t o Jo i n t a nd s kel e t al a bn o rmal i t i e s .
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24. Changes in diet neec to be int~oduced g::-adual ly . Sudden
cnanqe s in type of d iet ...a y cause impaction and coul d cause
cigestive problems a no even death.

25 . 1-.~ ::-angements should ;,. made i n advance to e n s u r e that
adequate supplies 0: sUltable f o od a:l.c wa t er- a:::-e made
available in eme :-genc :-e s ( eg. i n heavy s no....-)

HANDLING

26 . Ha ndling and movemen ~ o f ost :-iche s requ ir e specia l skil ls and
they s h o u ld be handled g en tly a n d ne ver rushed . It i s
de s i r a b l e fo r the stoc kman t o h ave close con t a c t with th e
o s t r i c h e s, p articularly when young, to train t hem to respo nd
to a di s tinct ive call 0:- in ducemen t, such a s feed; and to
continue t h i s p:::-actice t hro ughout t h e i = l ives .

2 7. During the b =eed ing s e a s on , the stock~a:l. tendi ng the bi:::-d s
should be k:l.o wn to t h e m, a nd the bi rds should be di s t u rbe d
as lit tle as possibl e .

25. Th e pre :e=:-ed method c: handling yOU:l.g chicks ( 0- 1 0 weeks ) is
wi th one hand un der t h e boey a~lowing :~e legs to hang down.
h::: about 12 we e ks , t he ch ick C?:1 b e c- e s t r-e i ned s e f e Ly by
s t and i nq astride the b i r d , holding it s body wi t h one t s legs
placed beh i nd t h e ....t i nqs , and wi t.h hands a r ound the che s c Or
bas e 0: :leek a=ea.

~ 9 . Because t he l eg s of a ma ~ ~~ e bird are so st=ong, u nde :::- no
ci =cumsta nces sho u l d t h e b ird be r e stra i n e d by them.
Agg:::-es s iv e b i r d s a t t a c k by k i c k i n g forward so, f or qen e r -a I
work , a y-s haped " f e nd ' on a 5' -6 ' pol e is ne cess a r y _ Th e
a r ms o f t h e Y shoulc. be a bo u t 6" long . A shephe rd ' s crook ma y
be usefu l i n s e Le c t i n q a ma t ure b i r d f r o m a g roup . ~h is

s hould be used to hook t h e b i rd a r ound the neck j ust below
the he ad, and to p u l l its head down t o be low back l eve l . The
bi r d can then b e res t:::- a ::' n ed by p l a ci :lg the t h u mb o f one hand
i:l the side o f the b e a k wh i l e holding t he back o f the bi rd 's
head low t..:sing the ot.b e r bend . :-h i 5 ...'ill prevent t he b a r-d
kicking f oz-va r d . 7 ~ : 5 r ecomme nd ed tha t a t leas t t.b r ee
people e r e in a t t end ance du:-:ng ::-.i5 r e s t r a Ln'; me t.hod . The
wi :19 5 and ::ai1 can be usee. t o gUlce t~e bi=d bu t car e ~~st be
t aken not to use a s ins:'e "'ing as t hi s can cause it to be
dislocated.

30. For r o u t i n e ha ndlin g a nd vete=ina=y i~spection, a f e :lcec :::- a Ce
should be p r eper ed compLe t e ..... i th a V shaped r e s t r-e i n t bay
(C rush). Hooding i s r e commended : a cot ton 'bank b a g ' ...a t h a
hole ma d e in it is found to be ad e q u a t e. Onl y in e x t r eme
c i r cumstances shoul d d a r t i ng be u s e d t o sedate a n o s t r i c h ,
and, i n t hese circums t a nc e s , must be ca r r ied out un de r
ve t e ri na ry superv i s i o n .



HANDLING :ACILITI2S

31 . Pz-ope r Ly cons t r uc t ed handli:1.g f a c a La t ae s must be provided ,
vh i ch d i s cou r aq e an y e t t e mp t t o e s c a p e •

3 ~. Os t :-iche s handl e be~te= in su bdu e d light.

33 . P:-ovision f o:- s eg:-e g a : i on f o:- sick 0 :- inj u:-ed birds should be
made but i t i s de s i r-abLe t hat those segregated ac-e able to
see other os t= i che~ othe:-wise they may bec ome stressed.

34. There is a tendency fo r ostriches to :-u s h at any open fences
in the ha ndling a r e a . To avoid the risk of inju:-y, the
approach fences to handling pens should be of close me s h or
cove:-ed with a highly visible material.

35. Properly d esigned and constructed loading facilities should
be inco=po:-ated , whe:-e possible.

STOCKI NG RATES

36 . The stocking
and queL; t y
:-isks , e:.c.

rate must be :-elated to such :acto:-s as
0: the Land , vegetation, the season,

the type
disease

37. Paddocks s hou Ld
c r own at r c s , in

be not; l ess t.han i ac r e in e rea
o :-d e :- :' 0 ?:-ov i de adequa~e space :0=

:or fully
exercise.

38. Stocking "r a t.e s need :'0 be ad justed so as to ens ur-e that
animals \... ill me i n t.a i n an adequate body condition in wi.n t e r .
Supp Lement e r y f e e dc.nq must be of f e r ed to balance the
available f orage. As ostrich farming in t h e United Kingdom
is e c an early stage, it is not possible yet to r e comme nd a
:"eliable stocking :"ate for paddocks or hOt.:sed birds .

39 . Ov e r s t ock i nq , par t c cu Le r Ly d t.::-ing
l e ad :'0 behaviou=al vices such as
bounda::="y ?acing and s::.=ess-:-elated

the br-e ed i nq season, may
fighting, feathe r -peckino,
l oss 0: c ondition .

PROVI SI ON OF SHELTER

40. Os :. :- : c~es wi ll ~ i :1~e:- o uts lde out a she lte:" mus ~ be provided
: 0:" ?:- o l on ged wet 0 = ~indy p e:"iods. She lte:" s hou ld be
a pp:"cp :"ia ~e :'0 the elirna:.: c C0 :1 S i ~ :O~5 anc ~he needs o f the
b a r ds . Al l b i r d s must hav e a c c e s s co pr o t e c t aon f r-orn rain
and w i nd .
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FENCING

41. Once esta~lished in a paddock they prefer to stay wi t h i n that
area. Howeve r , whe n s t a r t Led o r threatened by othe r
ost riches creating a pecking order, o r by unfaw.iliar a n i ma l s
eg dogs o r cats, os t r i cbe s can run at ext reme l y high speeds
resul ting :' :1 impact wi th bound a r-Les . Th er e f o r e , the fenc i n g
needs to b e highly.. visible a nd smooth to prevent d amage to
the bi rds. Fenci ng should be 1 . Sm high.
Horizontal high-tensile wi re s approximate ly 30Dmm apart ,
chain link, o r pos t a nd rails ( o r a combination o f the s e) can
be used, depending on t he a ge of t he b i :-ds to be e nclosed.
Natural hedgerows o r wa ll s o f 1. Sm i n he ight a r e e x cellent
barriers .

~2 . El e c tr i c " ..e;"lc~ng is not suitable fo r os t riches .

HOUSING

~3. Young chicks, wh i c h a::re highly susceptible t o cold, gene::ra l l y
requi re hous~ng and supplementary hea t . Ost:-iches olde r than
t.hr e e months shoul d no t; be con f ined Lridoo r s : or mor-e t h an
bri ef pe::-iods bu t p::-ovision should b e ma de for b u lTi ed ,
inJu ::-ed or sick ani ma ls to be pro t ec t ed and s eparated
preferably whe :-e they can s t i l l see othe r ost rich e s . Adu l t s
may also be hous ed t empor a r a Ly jus,:: before 0 ::- a fte r
t::-ansport.

-4 ~. When young or segr e g a t ed b i.z-ds ha ve to be hous e d f or Lonq e r­
pe r c ods for speci f i c r e asons, spac e sho ul d be provided to
fu l ly me e t t he n e e d s of th e bi r d s . Adequate ventilation
s hould be provided with pa r t i c u l ar c are being t aken to avoid
draughts . There shou ld be sufficient t rough space or feedi ng
and wa t er points t o avoid undue competition for f ood ,
especially when it i s r a t i one d .

45. Bedding material and thei r own f a e c e s a re o fte n con s ume d by
ostriches, par ticularly by chicks. ~herefore, long -st:-aw
bedding is reco~~ended and should be introduced g=adua lly . I n
most cases, very young chicks should be kept on s u f t abLe
c om: o r t a b l e mesh , wh i ch allows :aeces to :all th=ough, o r on
an insulated or heat ed solid floor, which should be unbedded
and cleaned =egula=ly.

.;5 . The floor space s Ljo,.. anc e should take into account; the age,
sex and ;,;e:.gh:. o f the birds , and the env i r-onmen t a I
cond L t aon s .
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47. Paints and wood p=ese=va~ives which may be toxic to ost riche s
should no t be used on surfaces accessible t o them.
p a z-t i cu La r- care is necessa ry to gua.=d against t.he risk of
lead poisoning f r-om old pe i n t work in any par t; 0: a building
or whe re secon::5.han~ b~ilding materials a re used.

~8 . Al l electrical i~s~allations a t rnair.s voltage
inac~essible to the ost riches, we l l - i r.s u l a t e d ,
from rodents, ano properly earthed.

s houLd be
sa fegu.arde d

FI RE AND OTHER EMERGENCY PRECAUTI ONS

49 . Farmers should make a dvan ce plans for deal i n g with
eme r ge ncies such a s fire , flood or d i s ruption o f supp l i e s,
and should ensur e t h a t all sta f f are familia r with t h e
appropriate eme rgenc y ac tion. At leas t one r e s po n s i b l e
membe r of staff s hou l d alway s be a va i : a ble to ~ake the
ne ces s a r y action. P'L a n s should be d r-a ..vn up specif ical ly t o
enable :ire-fighte r s c:1C o the rs un:a~iliar with os t riche s to
~ake ap?rop=ia:e ac~io:1 to safeguard the~ .

50. Fi r e precautions s hou Ld be a major p riori t y f o r- the good
stockman . 7he p rovi sions 0: Sectio~ 1 .3 of British Standard
855502 s hou Ld t.he z- e f o r e be f oLl owe d . Exper t advice on all
f~ re ?recau~~':Ins i s ':Ib~ainable f r o m fir e p revention ':) f :icers
of local fi re b rigades and f z- om t.ne F i :-e Prevention
As s oc i a t i on .

51. In the de s i qn 0 : new buildings o r e Lt e r a t i cn s of existi ng
ones, the:-e should be provision f or l ivestock to be r e l e a s ed
and evacua~ed quickl y i n case of eme rgency. Materia l s used
i n cons truction s hould ha ve su f f i c i e n t fi re re s i stance .
Adequa te doors and o ~her escape r outes should b e provide d to
enable emergency proc e du res to be f ol l owed i n the ev en t o f a
fi r e .

.1..1 1 e j ec t r i c e L, gas and 0::.1 se rv ices should be p Lann ed and
fit t ed so tha t i f the =e is ove~heating o r flame is ge~e=ated,

the r i s k 0: f Leme s pz-e ad i nq to equ i pmen t; , bedding o r the
fabric 0: ~he builc:"~9 is mi~imal . I t i s advisable to s ite
po~e= suP?l] cont rols ou~s~de !:Jeilci~ss. Co~side=ation

should be give~ ~o ~~stal!~n9 fi re a~arm sys:erns wh i c h can be
heard anc a~:ec ~?O~ a: a~y t:me of th e cay or ~ight.

53. ~n case a 999 ca:l has ~o be made, notices should be
?rominen~ly displayed ~ n all !:ves~ock bui1d:ngs stati ng
~h ere the neares~ t elephone is loca~ed. Each telephone
should have fixed by i : a notice givi ng instruc ~ions f or the
r a r e Brigade on the best route to t he :ar m, the numbe r of
that telephone a nd a de s cr i p t i on o f it s l oc at i on .
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TRANSPORT

54 . Ost r i c hes can be t r a n s por t.ed s a t isfac t o r i l y in any
conv entiona l, s ui t a b l y modif ied , well-venti lated l i vestock
transporte r. The t ransporte r mus t be designed o r modi fie d t o
ensu re that heads o r l egs o f ostriches c annot protrude
outside it; and tha t partitioning is us ed that is s u i t a b l e i n
relation to the ag e and 5 i:e of the bi rds, and th e distance
of the journey . In general, the pr o v i s i ons o f t he Welfare 0 :
An LrneLs dur ing T::.- a fls pcrt Orde r 1 9 92 must b e adhere d to, and
speci alist adv ice ~sought where ne c e s s ary .

55. 3efo:::.- e ostriches a r e imported into or expo::-ted fr om th e
United Kd nqdom, expe r t a dv ice must be obta i ne d fr om the
tJ:inistry of Agr i c u l t ure , Fisheries and Fo o d .

SLAUGHTER

56. The means is yet t o be established but c onsulta tion i s in
progres s with th e appropr iate authorit i es fo r method and
design o f faci l i tie s . Ur-qen t; at tent ion i s neede d by the
Lndu s t z- y , ::..n con j unc t i on wi th the Min ist ::-y o f Ag::- icu l t t;re ,
F i s her i e s and Food, ~o produc e procedures =or eme r genc y
sla~shte ::- on fa~, both :0= young a nd ma:.ure b i rds.

Fa=~ Animal Wel:~re Counci:
Room 2106A
Tol-.... o r t h :' o....e r
S:.1 rb:"'.:on
S:..:==ey
KT5 -;~X
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